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NORTH COLLEGE HILL CITY COUNCIL
Minutes for Virtual NcH Gouncil Meeting, July 6, 2021,7:00 pm
Persons wishing to address council prior

to its dealing with current legislatiorimay do so by registering with
the clerk of council.
Please provide to the Clerk. your name, address and the issue you
wish to discuss.

Prayer

Callto Order 7:00 pm
Pledge of Allegiance
ROLL CAIL

Dukes Dean

Present

Blythe

Present

Miller-Novak

Present

Zorb

Present

Anderson

Present

Underwood
Hartman

Present
Present

AGENDA; Ms' Zorb questions a records request that does not appear on the agenda.
Ms. Dewald explains that per
the Law Director, Mr. Deters we are not required to keep the request on the agenda until
it is fulfilled. Ms.
Anderson moves to adopt the agenda. Ms. Zorb 2nd. Motion passes 7-o to adopt.
Records request on
the agenda

was questioned.

Meeting Minutes: Ms. Anderson moves to adopt the 06-07-2021 meeting minutes. Ms. Hartman
2nd. Motion to
adopt passes 7-0.
swearing on two new Full Time police officers: Jennifer Senna and Megan Bitzer.
Communications: June and July Mayor's court report, Proclamation to NCH Fire Dept from Hamilton
County public
Health, verbal compliment to the NCH police from Ms. Becky Cappel.
Committee Reports:
citv communitv and Development & Recreation: Ms. Anderson reports.

o

o
o
o

Ms. Carla Belcher agreed to be a member to Tree City USA committee. They need an arborist or
tree

expert yet for the board.

Discussed Home Owners assistance fund
2 bids for the Comprehensive Plan will be discussed at the next committee meeting.

National Night out

Budget and Finance: Mr. Novak reports. Not much to report. An executive session was held to discuss the
salary
ordinance. And plans to schedule a meeting with Mr. Mosby, and Ms. Hall to discuss some stuff. Next meeting
July 1'2,7:30 pm. ln council chambers. and expects to continue the salary ordinance in executive session.

is

Rules & Public Policv: Ms. Underwood reports. Meeting was held June 2g, 6:30 pm.
o Council rules legislative procedure was discussed

.
o
'
.

Pros and cons of doing away with council meeting summer sessions
Digital storage of committee reports.
Updates from Mr. Mosby about items that require specific actions from council, contract negotiations, fire
Ievy on the ballot this November
Next meeting will be in council chambers 4th Monday, july 26.

Public Safetv: Ms. Underwood reports:
o Discussed Food Truck zoning legislation and food truck legislation. Mayor Nichols wanted to do what we
needed to do to allow mobile food vendors to operate within the city of NCH. Want to make sure our
current businesses don't feel slighted with this program. Both pieces of legislation have been forwarded to

r
o
o

the council floor.

Traffic calming study, possibility of purchasing 10 removable speed humps. Also had a spirited discussion
about rumble strips.
Prospect Place is still discussed. Basements were flooded after the recent storm.
Potential of a bus route down Clovernook Ave.
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Ad Hoc reports: Unified progress committee. Ms. underwood reports.

o
o
o
o
o
o

o

o

calendar created to open the track in the morning and again in
the evening.
Discussed movie nights. No dates have been set yet.
Food trucks to coincide with the longest yard sale event.
Drive in Movie Night at Life springs church. Date not yet set.
Planters have been purchased along Galbraith Road.
Mayor Nichols commented on the issue of the UPC committee cleaning
out the
easements/islands of debris, grass and weeds.
Ms' Anderson asks about the track being open in the day time. Ms. Underwood
explains it is the
UPC committee responsible for opening and closing the track and with
the few members they
couldn't commit to additional hours. MS. Nichols says the track is actually open during
the day
from 6:00 am until about 2:00 pm. There is a gentleman that works in that area
at that time. And
then volunteers open it for the evening.
Next meeting Tuesday, Council Chambers 6:30. 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:

Mavor's report:

o

o
o
o

Consider a block party along with that beauticians and barbers holding a back-to-school
event where they
can cut and style students hair for a discounted price or possible free before school starts
August 16.
Supply back pack and such for the kids. Ms. Anderson said she believes the students will receive
school
supplies and book bags at no charge for the next 4 years from the school board. Ms. Underwood
suggest a
wish list for students, possibly at the elementary level. Also discussed by the mayor and council members
a way to repurpose gently used uniforms and make available to the students at a low cost.
Planning commission meets the July 20 at 6:oo pm in council chambers
CIC meets July 15 at 6:30 pm in council chambers.
Welcomes council back to in person meetings.

Citv Administrator report:
o Hopes everyone had an enjoyable 4th of July and it's good to see everyone back in council chambers.
r On Wednesday July 14 the city has partnered with Life Springs Community Church will be holding movie
night with Sonic the Hedge Hog showing, no charge. Our local DAV will be grilling out hot dogs and serving
soft drinks at no charge. Monetary donations are welcomed. And thanks Life Springs Community Church

o
o
.
o
o
o
o

and Mr. Miller-Novak for getting this together.
Met with the newly formed Fulltime Firefighters bargaining unit and ratified the tentative agreement. A
copy has been forwarded to council for consideratlon and ratification.
Reminds council that the discussions for fulltime and parttime police will begin in october. lnvites
members of council interested in participating in these discussions to let him know and he wil forward the
information prior to these discussions.
Approaching the last phase of the Galbraith and Goodman project.
Work is continuing on Sundale Avenue from the dead end down to Savannah Avenue. Replacing some of
the older water lines, and rerouting the drainage and the street will be widened. The project should be
finished by the spring of 2022.
Reminds everyone the Fire levy of 12 mil to replace our 3.2 mil will be on the ballot this November. This
levy will provide the resources to hire 6 full time firefighters.
Bid opening was held for Comprehensive PIan. 2 blds were received an he invited them to attend the
Community Development meeting.
ln a joint effort with NCH Chamber of Commerce trash cans were purchased and now out on the street.
We will also be receiving complimenting recycling receptacles courtesy of Keep Cincinnati Beautiful. We
want to encourage the people to use them.
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Citv Administrator report Cont.
' very excited the two new full-time officers just hired. Mayor Nichols alluded to the fact this is not the last
because we have been through two rounds of interviews and looking for
the police department to hire at
least one additional full time police officer.
Discussion:

Ms'

Underwood asks about the new street sweeper. Please explain to all of us how
it came to be that we have
one' Mr' Mosby explains last year council allocated approximately
5150,000.00 in the street fund for the
purchase of capital equipment. There is a provision in our charter
if there is a contract that needs to be signed,
that contract would need to be approved by council. However, there is an exception
to that rule, if it is
purchased on a state contract which ls not signed, there is no limit
to that purchase. And that was the contract
that was used so there was no signed contract and no bids, just purchased from the state
contract. Ms. Zorb
reads from that part of the charter (6.05 Purchases and contracts) that states
that the City Administrator shall
report the facts to the mayor and its council at its next meeting and doesn't believe
that was done. Further
dlscussion followed. Mr. Miller-Novak states that if we are fine with the purchase
but concerned about the
process not being followed, we are allowed to ratify it. lf the procedure
or rule was not followed perfectly and
concerned about that defect, as a council we can ratify it. We can ask our law director to
write a legal

memorandum about this particular issue so we know moving forward what should happen.
Mr. Miller-Novak
moves to ratify the contract with the state that purchased the street sweeper with funds
that were budgeted.
Ms. Anderson 2nd. Ms. Zorb questions what exactly his motion is. He said to ratify the
contract to buy the
street sweeper. Moving forward we ask the Law Director for a legal memorandum about the section
6.05 of
the city charter and what it means. Mr. Mosby states he has already spoke with Mr. Deters about this and
again
states the process of the purchasing of the street sweeper. Ms. underwood calls the question. Motion passes
6
-0 and one abstain.
Law Director Report: Not present
Finance Director Report: Not present
Dukes Dean: Has no updates

Blythe: No comment
Underwood: Congratulations to the two new police officers and very happy to see they were both women. And
reminds council that Prospect Place is in terrible condition. With the recent rains several basements on that street

were flooded. Good to see everyone in person
Miller-Novak: Has nothing to report but would like to say, Glad to see everyone in person and glad to see every
stayed safe during the pandemic and hopes they continue to do so.
Zorb: Nothing at this time

Hartman: Feels good to be back and congratulations to the 2 new officers.
Anderson: Congratulations to all the new officers. Glad NCH is hiring people who are best for the job and
it just happens to be women. She hopes that everyone had a wonderfulJune and an LBGTe pride
month. ln a conversation she realized that NCH doesn't honor LGBTQ month, black history month or
women's history month and she would like to see that change. She did some research on the Cary sisters
who built the Cary Cottage in NCH. They were influential with women's rights with the development of
our community. One of the sisters, Alice, part of her works were 2 volumes entitled Clovernook papers
and that's why Clovernook and Cloverknoll were so important to NCH. It's because of these two
wonderful women who worked along side Susan B. Anthony and other wonderful women who have
gotten us where we are day. As a council with a majority of women on it and a women mayor we
Should take a stand going forward into next year's months of June, March and February and take
advantage of the history we have here. She hopes to work on this with the Recreation committee and
hopes the Unified Progress Committee would like to work on that too.
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Remarks from the audience: Mr. simon Thomas, 1623 w Belmar pl.
I am a renter and am here on behalf
of the property owner. significant rain has caused 5 feet of water in my
basement losing alliances, furniture
air condition unit. MSD was called before this recent flooding and it was
determined the pipes under the
street were busted' Yet we were told any damage on your own property
the owner is responsible. public
works from NCH came out and determined there was a blockage out on the
street which Mr. Thomas felt
it was not the owner's responsibility and asked, "Just who is responsible?"
Lengthy discussion in regards
to flooding and possible solutions the owner could do. Mr. Mosby confirms it was
a result of the water
backing up from the broken drain. Tenant at 1620 had large wholes on his property
he initially filled with
dirt and more recently used brick, other mortar like material and solid impervious materials.
The water
then began to back up on to multiple properties. The city does not have a'ny easement
at all on the j.620
property. Any time anyone owns private property anything that occurs
on their private property, it is their
responsibility' The city's recommendation would be the owner give the property to
the city after he has
done something with his tenants. A natural creek could be there which would allow that
water to run into
the stream where it is suppose to go. Short of that, if it rains as heavy again it is more than likely
that water
would back up and a similar situation would occur. Again, the property owner would be responsible
for
anything that occurs on that property. The city is not responsible or liable. Bobby Hilton who works
at the
county did encourage the other owner to call MSD because it is an MSD issue. Ms. Underwood then
asks
is there anything that we can do? Mr. Mosby insured her he has called the department
of health, they did
come out to inspect and he has contacted the owner of 1,620 property to help remediate the situation on
Belmar. Again the city has no liability, but will help to the extent that they can.
Lesislation:
FIRST READING: Resolution L7-2O2L A resolution to certify assessments to the county Auditor for placement
on
the tax duplicate. (High Grass)
FIRST READING: Resolution t8-2O2L A resolution to hold a public hearing to consider recommended
amendments
to the North College Hill Zoning Code (Food Trucks). Mr. Mosby says this is of a time sensitive nature; the public
hearing needs to be held 30 days before the final reading and it has to be announced 30 days prior to the actual
public hearing taking place. Mr. Deters is under the impression the public hearing should be held at a regular
meeting of city council and it seems the next meeting of city council would be the appropriate time to hold the
hearing and asks if council would consider suspending the rules so he can get an announcement put in the paper
to have the public hearing in August. Mr. Miller-Novak motions to wave the three readings to hold a public hearing
at the next meeting in August. Pres. Graver explains to council the next meeting is only 28 days away. Ms.
Underwood 2nd the motion. Discussion suggests to have a special meeting to make sure that we follow the law. Ms.
Zorb explains that the public hearing does not have to be at a council meeting. lt could be a solo event. Mr. Mosby
says that Mr. Deters interpretation ls the public hearing would need to be before a body of council. Further
discussionregardingtimingandfutureevents. Pres.Graverremindscouncil ofthemotiononthefloortosuspend
2nd and 3'd readings. Motion passes 7-0. Ms. Zorb questions why council is not voting to adopt. Mr. Mosby
responds and confirms council still needs to pass the legislation. Ms. Underwood moves to adopt. Ms. Anderson.

Motion passes 7-0.
Resolution lg-zOZL.A resolution to authorize the city administrator to execute a collective
bargaining agreement between the city of North College Hill and the Full-Time North College Hill Firefighters
bargaining unit, IAFF LOCAL 5279. Ms. Underwood moves to suspend 2nd and 3'd readings. Ms. Anderson 2nd.
Discussion. Ms. Zorb asks about the executive session that was asked of council through email from Mr. Mosby. Mr.
Miller-Novak agrees. Ms. Underwood withdrawals her motion. Mr. Miller- Novak motion to go into executive
session under ORC 1,27.22 G subsection 4 to discuss entering into a contract with the Firefighters collective
FIRST READING:

bargaining unit. Motion passes 7-0.
Enter into Executive session.
Return from Executive session: Mr. Miller-Novak moves to re-enter into regular session. It/{s. Zorb 2nd. Motion
passes 7-0. Ms. Anderson moves to suspend 2nd g 3rd reading of Resolution 7g-202L. Ms. Underwood 2nd. Motion
passes 6-1. Mr. Miller-Novak moves to adopt Res 79-2021. Ms. Anderson 2nd. Motion passes 7-0.
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Legislation cont.

ordinance 4-2021, An ordinance to adopt a new chapter 1169 of the North college
Hill codified
ordinances. (To address matters related to mobile food vendors). Ms. Underwood moves
to suspend 2nd and 3d
readings. Mr. Miller-Novak reminds her that can't be done due to the public hearing.
FIRST READING:

Ms. Underwood withdrawals

her motion.

SECOND READING: ordinance No. 03-2021 An ordinance adopting the first
supplemental appropriation for the
operating budget for calendar year 2021for the city of North College Hlll.
THIRD READING: Resolution N0. 13-2021 A Resolution to de_certify (Residential
Rental

Registration) assessments

to the county Auditor for placement on the tax duplicate. No discussion. Ms. Anderson
moves to adopt.
Ms. Underwood 2,d. Motion to adopt passes 7-0
THIRD READING: Resolution No. 14-2021 A Resolution to certify (Commercial Rental
Registration) assessments to
the County Auditor for placement on the tax duplicate. No Discussion. Ms. Anderson moves
to adopt. Ms.
Underwood 2nd. Motion passes 7-0.
THIRD READING: Resolution NO. 15-2021 A resolution to certifv (Residential Rental Registration)
assessments to
the County Auditor for placement on the tax duplicate. Ms. Anderson moves to adopt. Ms. Underwood
2nd. Motion
passes 7-0.

FURTHER REMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE (as

it pertains to |egislation) None

OtD BUSINESS

1,.

Ms. Anderson reminds administration about

a

job description for the rec director.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Ms. Zorb wants to know how council will handle ICRC in the future. Does council wanted to continue
with Live Stream or go back to pre- covid. After discussion it was decided to go to Live Stream where all
participation would take place in council chambers. Public could watch live but to participate public
would need to be in council chambers.
2. Ms' Anderson mentions Natlonal Night Out where you have the Police and the Fire departments set
up to meet the public and have the public see the vehicles and apparatuses from each department. lt
would be the perfect way to get the information out that there is a fire levy coming up in November. Ms.
Anderson moves for the administration to plan and for the city to host a National Night Out by
partnering with the Fire and Police Department. Discussion about dates and places that work best for
departments and the city. One was done in the past and was held on the middle school on Galbraith.
Best to try to keep it with the actual National night out and local stations could advertise it for us. Ms.
Underwood 2nds the motion. Motion passes 7-0.
3. Ms. Underwood wants to put into action purchasing chairs for council and administration. After
much discussion Mr. Mosby will speak with the finance director to see if money can be found in the
general budget. lt is clarified that it is councilchairs and not audience chairs.
ADJOURNMENT: Ms. Anderson moved to adjourn. Ms. Zorb 2nd. No discussion. Motion passes 7-0

Mary Dewald

erk of Council

Mi
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raver, President of Council

